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vacuum. He loved cleverness, but he was married
to truth. The consequence is, that one goes to
Bagehot not just to read Bagehot, but to read about
great authors, not to discover what ingenious and
beautiful notions can be spun around them, but
what sensible and just opinions can be developed
upon them. One may find stranger, more poetic
ideas in another critic, but what one seldom finds
in another critic are so many sound ideas so pro-
foundly conceived and so brilliantly expressed. He
is a storehouse of sensible criticism, of the " simple
truth/9
In his essay on Bishop Butler, Bagehot divides
philosophers into " gropers " and " seers."10 The
former have no vision of the truth; they move
toward it, as it were with the aid of the tactual
sense alone. Such a philosopher was Aristotle, or
Butler. Seers are, like Plato, " picturesque"
thinkers:
A thinker of... the picturesque order has a vision,
a picture of the natural view of the subject. Those
certainties and conclusions, those doubts and diffi-
culties, which occur on the surface, strike him at once;
he sees with his mind's eye some conspicuous instance
in which all such certainties are realized, and by which
all such doubts are suggested. Some great typical
fact remains delineated before his mind, and is a
perpetual answer to all hypotheses which strive to be
over-subtle.10
Such was Bagehot's own mind. He had in extra-
ordinary degree the power of seeing vividly the
general in the particular. No gift could be more
valuable to a thinker who must deal with the
infinite complexity of social and human phenomena.